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Trunkline LNG Base Facilities
• 630 MMcf/d of sustained sendout

– 1 Bcf/d of peaking sendout
• 6.3 Bcf of Storage

Everett
27%

Lake Charles
25%

Elba Island
16%

Cove Point
32%

LNG Imports by Terminal
Jan – Dec 2004

Total = 652 Bcf/yr

*Source: US Department of Energy.  Assumes an estimate of 2,285 Bcf for December 2004 consumption.
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Trunkline LNG  Expansion
• Phase I

– Construction underway
– Double sendout capacity to 1.2 

Bcf/d
• Peaking of 1.3 Bcf/d

– Increase storage capacity to 9.0 Bcf
– Sendout by 10/2005; Storage by 

1/2006
• Phase II

– FERC approval received September 
2004

– Increase sendout capacity to 1.8 
Bcf/d

• Peaking of 2.1 Bcf/d
– Completion by mid-calendar 2006

• Trunkline Gas Company Loop
– Construction underway
– 22 miles (new construction) of 36”

pipeline loop
– Several (6+) new or expanded 

delivery points
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Construction Photos
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Research Needs for LNG
• LNG Shipping Safety 

– 45 year history
– 33,000 LNG carrier trips
– NO significant accident with any LNG spill

• Today over 150 LNG ocean tankers safely transport more 
than 5,200 Bcf of LNG annually world-wide

• LNG Import Terminals - No significant incident at any 
import facility world-wide

• New technology for equipment is being developed 
primarily by private interests (e.g. offshore configurations)

• New Gulf Coast facilities have been permitted.  Other 
greenfield terminals encountering significant public 
opposition, not a technology issue

• LNG composition is typically not readily interchangeable 
with U.S. domestic natural gas
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Interchangeability of LNG 
with Domestic Gas

• Natural Gas Council + sponsored a Technical Group who 
produced a White Paper – presented to FERC in March

• Recommended interim guidelines 2 - 3 years (max levels)
Wobbe – 1400        HHV – 1100Btu/scf        C5+ - 1.5%
Total Inerts – 4%       +/- 4% of local historical average

• Identified $5 million research agenda primarily focused on 
end-use applications (e.g. appliances & gas turbines)

• Widening range is essential to reduce cost of conditioning 
AND compete worldwide (Europe is +/-7.5%)

• Current private research could be supplemented by 
publicly-funded research; a research committee is working

• This is a CCurrent and CCritical need awaiting more 
sponsors


